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As for me, Daniel, my spirit was troubled within me…                                                         
I approached one of the attendants to ask him the truth concerning all of this. 

 

One a recent road trip to Dallas, I became obsessed with the podcast “Alibi” which 
follows the many twists and turns of a certain murder case.  The series covers the 
investigation, the trial, and the conviction, and expertly weaves together recordings from 
the courtroom, interviews with friends of both the suspect, accomplice, and the victim, 
and the suspect himself.   

I was so engrossed in the series that I was seriously tempted to keep driving to 
Houston or maybe Corpus Christi, just to hear how it all ended. 

One major theme of the series was not just a desire to hold whoever committed the 
tragic crime accountable, but to determine, once and for all, what was the truth of what 
happened that day in January 1999.  

Presumably, the truth was proven at the trial, but there was doubt regarding the 
thoroughness of the investigators, who may have jumped to early conclusions 
that clouded their judgement.  There was also conflicting testimony from several 
witnesses about the timing of various events that day, as well as a lack of 
forensic analysis.  

Over and over again, throughout the series, you hear the frustration of the many 
investigators as well as friends of the suspect and victim who yearn to simply know the 
truth.   

They almost don’t care what the truth is, or who it will incriminate; they just want 
to know, once and for all, what happened that day.  They are mystified that it 
seems so hard to learn the truth – that thousands of hours of interviews and 
testimonies haven’t revealed it - and they simply can’t live in peace until they 
know.  

Today, we encounter similar themes of the longing and search for truth: those who want 
to know the truth, those who describe what the truth is, and those who know the truth for 
certain.  

Daniel wants to know the truth.  Daniel was a noble Jewish youth of Jerusalem 
who was taken into captivity by King Nebuchadnezzar II, a powerful and long-
reigning leader of the Neo-Babylonian Empire several hundred years before the 
birth of Christ.   
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While a remaining devout to his Jewish faith, Daniel also served the king by 
interpreting dreams and apocalyptic visions.  The portion of the chapter assigned 
for today describes the beginning of a particularly graphic dream in which four 
great beasts rise out of the sea.  Confused and terrified, Daniel asks some sort of 
heavenly being who also appears in the vision, “[what is] the truth concerning all 
this?”  

The being explains to Daniel that the four beasts represent four kingdoms, 
of which Nebuchadnezzar’s is one, and that God will destroy these 
kingdoms and replace them with his own kingdom which will last “forever 
and ever.”  

This reading reminds us that whatever the evil, strife, suffering, of our 
worldly culture and systems may be, the truth is that God is ultimately in 
charge of his kingdom.  Daniel’s dream ends in the hope of a different 
future in God’s name, and the certainty that the ultimate hope for us lies 
not in the nations of this world but the kingdom of Christ 

We also meet Jesus as he tries to explain the truth to us in the Sermon on the Mount 
that we hear today from the Gospel of Luke. And, let’s face it:  it can be an 
uncomfortable truth.   

Jesus’ truth is that those who delight in the world’s treasures of greed, pride, and 
conceit have turned their backs on the kingdom of God, and have impaired their 
relationship with God.   

Jesus’ truth is that those who have followed his commands of love, charity, and 
service, despite suffering for them or being ridiculed for them, will enjoy God’s 
eternal and everlasting peace.    

The truth is that if we persevere through life’s challenges and disappointments 
with generosity, patience, and love, we can, like Daniel, embrace a new life in 
God’s name,  

Last but certainly not least, on All Saints’ Day we remember and celebrate all the 
faithfully departed who lived in the hope of God’s truth and now know for certain life’s 
truths.  

This past week I attended the visitation of the wife of a former longtime co-worker 
who died last weekend. Even as I sat with her body, I was graced by her truth as 
her family shared with me stories of her love of cooking for family gatherings, 
especially sweets;  

in fact, they had recently assembled a family cookbook only to realize that 
about 99% of the recipes were for cookies and pies. Who needs main 
dishes and sides when you have cookies and pies?   
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Even in their grief, the family was comforted by the many memories of a 
woman who cherished her family and celebrated simple pleasures. 

The saints know the truth is that every moment of life should be treasured, and 
that we should appreciate life’s simple joys instead of getting distracted by details 
and the hustle and bustle.   

The saints know the truth is that you can’t take it with you.   

The saints know the truth is that all who suffer in mind or body will be 
released and welcomed into the joy of God’s kingdom. 

Like Daniel’s dream foretold, the saints - the “holy ones of the Most High” 
“shall possess God’s kingdom forever.”  In the fullness of time, we will join 
with the them in everlasting happiness in God’s kingdom of light, holiness, 
and love. 

I hope that one day the friends and family of the victim and the accused who were 
profiled in the podcast find the undisputed truth and their much-deserved peace. I’m 
grateful that we can know God’s truth through prayer, study, and service, and, in doing 
so, we can look forward to joining the saints in God’s glorious kingdom.  Amen. 

 


